






Chichester Harbour Trip
Last summer SPS invited members and guests to join us for a 
trip round Chichester Harbour to find out more about this Area of  
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

On 25th June, a dry and sunny day, about 50 of us met up at the 
jetty at Itchenor and boarded the Solar Heritage, a solar powered 
catamaran, for the conducted tour around the Harbour.  On board 
the engines were virtually silent as we glided along, with plenty of 
time to admire the view and get up close to many of the birds and 
habitats that make the place so special. Our driver and guide gave 
us an interesting and informative commentary about the history 
and ecology of the harbour.

After our 90 minute trip we all made our way along the foreshore 
to the Itchenor Sailing Club where we were afforded a warm  
welcome and an excellent lunch.

Conservation Award To EHCIAG
While we were visiting Chichester Harbour we took the  
opportunity to meet up with representatives of The East   
Head Coastal Issues Advisory Group (EHCIAG) to present them 
with a Solent Protection Society Conservation Award for their  
excellent work.

EHCIAG is made up of nine organisations with a common interest  
in developing a long term strategy for East Head in order to  
preserve the environmental, navigational, amenity and economic 
value of this famous landmark feature to the community. 

EHCIAG worked in partnership to develop the strategy based on a 
policy of adapting and responding to changes in the morphology  
of East Head with a range of beach management measures to  
preserve these values. 

Representatives of EHCIAG were presented with the SPS  
Conservation Award at the Itchenor Sailing Club by Jeremy Clark, 
Chairman of Solent Protection Society. 

Mr John Davis, Manager and Harbour Master of Chichester  
Conservancy, accepted the Award on behalf of EHCIAG, thanking 
Solent Protection Society for their support and donations towards 
the project.

Photo – left to right:  Peter Morton, West Wittering Estates, Jon Curson, 
Natural England, John Davis, Chichester Harbour Conservancy,  
Jeremy Clark, Solent Protection Society, Richard Shrubb, Woodger Trust

Bembridge Harbour
Important developments
The Department for Transport has confirmed that it will be  
conducting a public inquiry in January into the level of harbour dues 
being levied by the Bembridge Harbour Improvements Company 
Limited over the last four years, following appeals by harbour users. 
It is understood this will be the first such appeal to be carried out 
by the DfT and the users and managers of other harbours will be 
watching the conduct and result of the inquiry with great interest.

The Environment Agency has now published its Eastern Yar 
draft coastal flood and erosion risk management strategy,  
in which it suggests that rising sea levels over the next 100 years  
will leave 730 homes and businesses at risk in the Bembridge 
and St Helens area alone. 

The draft strategy recommends that the Bembridge Embankment  
Road, Brading Marshes and the majority of properties at 
risk should have improved protection from coastal flooding. 
The paper acknowledges that the St Helens Duver Wall (see  
photograph), which is in a very poor state and if breached would 
flood the St Helens Duver, is particularly vulnerable making vital  
the IOW Council’s proposal to maintain it for the next 50 years. 

However, EA’s recommendation to “do nothing but monitor” the 
groyne at Bembridge Point which they admit is also in a “very 
poor state of repair” and “is regularly submerged” is a mystery to  
Bembridge Harbour users. This negative policy will be  
seriously questioned during the consultation process as the  
groyne would appear to form an important protection to
the entrance to Bembridge Harbour.

Exhibitions and consultations on the EA’s draft strategy will be  
taking place on this most important issue over the next 
few months.

All these events are being closely monitored by the Bembridge 
Harbour Trust, a body that obtained charitable status in
July 2007. The main objectives of this charity are to:

•	 preserve and enhance Bembridge Harbour, it’s approaches
	 and setting for the benefit of the public including the users
 	 of the harbour and the communities of Bembridge and
	 St Helens on the Isle of Wight; and

•	 purchase the harbour from the current owner should 
	 the opportunity arise. 

BHT is a member of SPS.

 
St Helens Duver Wall which clearly shows its poor condition  
and need of urgent maintenance.



Dibden Bay
Consultation Draft of Port Master Plan
Consultation on the Draft Port of Southampton Master Plan was 
opened in July and closed on 13th November 2009. ABP advise 
that feedback from the consultation will be reviewed and a final 
Master Plan will be published in the New Year. It will be available 
on ABP’s website and in libraries in the vicinity. 

ABP previously sought a Harbour Revision Order in 2001 involving  
the development of Dibden Bay as a container port. The Society  
objected to the application on the grounds that –

Construction and operation of this major terminal would have very 
serious impacts on:

•	Open coastal landscape associated with the New Forest and its  
	 enjoyment by residents and visitors

• A wildlife resource of international value

•	Recreational use of the Solent and Southampton Water,  
	 the busiest and most important yachting centre in the United 
	 Kingdom

The development would have such a devastating effect on the  
coastal and inland environment and on local communities that  
the Secretary of State should only approve the Order (with any  
necessary modifications) if it is absolutely essential in the national  
economic interest , and with no reasonable alternative location.

The proposal underwent a prolonged public inquiry attended by 
the principal objectors, including the Society, and in 2004 the  
Inspector recommended that the application should be rejected. 
The Secretary of State agreed with the Inspector that the disbenefits  
of the scheme, as borne out by its impact on internationally and  
nationally environmentally sensitive sites, outweighed the potential  
benefits’’ 

In response to ABP’s invitation for comments on their draft master 
plan for the port of Southampton, the Society has written to ABP 
as follows –

Port of Southampton Master Plan 2009 – 2030: Consultation 
Draft

“The Council of the Solent Protection Society has considered the 
consultation draft of the Port Master Plan and wishes to register 
its very significant reservations about various aspects of the Plan, 
which arise from any future commercialisation of Dibden Bay  

The SPS recalls that the Government proposes to promulgate a  
National Policy Statement in the near future to act as a  
guide to the Infrastructure Planning Commission in relation to  
the ports sector and feels that it is premature to reach definitive  
conclusions on this Master Plan until that Policy Statement has 
been formulated.   

At the time of the Public Inquiry into the last proposal for the  
development of Dibden Bay, this Society was one of the objectors  
represented by Counsel, and so it has approached the new Plan  
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with a view to determining whether there have been any  
major operational or contextual changes, which should cause it to 
change its earlier views The Inspector at the 2004 Inquiry  
considered that there were “credible alternatives” to the  
expansion of Southampton and SPS remains of the opinion that  
the Port Master Plan assumes too readily that any expansion must  
occur in Southampton. Whilst this is an understandable  
commercial aspiration for the Board of ABP, it may not be a  
balanced view from a national perspective and fails to have regard 
to the relationship of the Port to the context of the wider Solent.

The reservations of SPS at this stage are broadly (inter alia):-

1.	That Dibden Bay is an environmental site of national  
	 importance and its foreshore a site of international  
	 importance. Further, in the event of further development at  
	 Dibden Bay, SPS considers that some attempt should have  
	 been made in the Port Master Plan to address the issue of  
	 environmental compensation, not withstanding that the Plan  
	 is at a very early stage.

2. The scenario propounded by ABP in which the Port will stagnate 
	 or be marginalized if it does not expand, rather than one in 
	 which the port continues to thrive on the eastern bank of the 
	 Test requires further substantiating evidence, which is lacking in 
	 the present version of the plan.

3. Impact on the landscape of further development of Dibden Bay  
	 and particularly its effect on the New Forest National Park, the 
	 City of Southampton and the River, together of with the ecological 
	 effect of the additional capital dredge directly attributable to  
	 Dibden Bay are understated in the Port Master Plan.   

4. While the development of the landside infrastructure is beyond 
	 the immediate scope of the SPS, concerns expressed at the last 
	 public enquiry relating to the development of the A326 and the 
	 rail links to the proposed port facility do not appear to have 
	 been addressed in the present draft of the Port Master Plan.  

5. The effects on the quality of life of waterside communities, those 
	 adjacent to the necessarily enlarged or altered transport links, 
	 and those persons using the Solent for recreational purposes do  
	 not appear to have been adequately addressed.  

6. Any development at Dibden Bay should be assessed in the light  
	 of other alternative developments and traffic forecasts that may  
	 exist at the time that a formal application for consent is made.

7. The current proposals do not adequately consider the effect of the  
	 increased through-put of the port on other users of the whole  
	 Solent area. This applies in particular to the western Solent which  
	 lies outside the present remit of any harbour authority  
	 and which may be increasingly used by coasters or other  
	 feeder vessels.  

The Solent Protection Society awaits with interest the publication  
of the National Policy Statement concerning UK ports and will  
re-examine the Master Plan in the light of that statement.

Although ABP has indicated that the final Master Plan could be 
expected in the New Year, we anticipate that the recent publication 
of the government’s National Policy Statement on Ports may cause 
some delay.



SPS Website
In between newsletters members can catch up on all the latest 
SPS news on the Society’s website – www.solentprotection.org

www.solentprotection.org

@

To join the Society, please contact us at:  Lands End House, Lands End Road, Bursledon, Southampton SO31 8DN.
  email: secretary@solentprotection.org    www.solentprotection.org

Appeal For E-Mail Addresses
A big thank you to all those members who have already given us 
their e-mail addresses. We don’t want these in order to bother  
you with pointless correspondence, but rather to be able to  
inform you of important topics which occur between our twice  
yearly newsletters and to enable you to have your say on major 
issues when time is of the essence.  It also of course saves the 
Society the cost of both print and postage.   

The response to our original request has been disappointing and 
until we have more e-mail addresses it is simply not practical for 
us to use this method of communication. So please help us to help 
you and e-mail the secretary at secretary@solentprotection.org  
with your e-mail address.

Photos of the Solent
In our last newsletter we told you about the excellent photos of 
The Solent on flickr.com, where one of our members has started 
an SPS group.

Unfortunately the web address we gave you was incorrect, so 
please note that the correct address to log on to is:
http://www.flickr.com/groups/solentprotection/

Speakers
Recent speakers to the SPS Council have included Mr Derf Paton 
telling us about his Port Pennington proposal, Mr. Andrew Colenutt  
from New Forest District Council on the  North Solent Shoreline   
Management Plan and Mr. John Davis OBE, Harbour Master  
of Chichester Harbour Conservancy, who told us about the  
Conservancy’s valuable work.

At our 4th February 2010 Council meeting Mr Mike KcKeown of 
Southern Water will talk to us.  A limited number of places are 
available for SPS members who would like to join us to hear Mr 
McKeown’s presentation. If you are interested in coming along 
please email: secretary@solentprotection.org 

The venue is The Royal Southampton Yacht Club, Channel Way, 
Southampton SO14 3QF.  Please be at the Club for 12 noon.  Mr 
McKeown’s talk and Question and Answer session will last about 
one hour.

Legacies – please think of 
the Society and its work
In addition to the very welcome donations over past years, from 
time to time we have also received very generous bequests from 
those who have had an interest in what we have been doing.

If you are updating your will and would like to remember the  
Society this would be appreciated. Equally if you have already 
made a will you can make provision for a bequest either by  
executing a formal codicil to the will or by leaving a letter of  
direction to your executors.

Portland Harbour

www.solentprotection.org

In memory of Judy Davies
It is with great sadness that we report the 
death of Judy Davies, who was Secretary to 
the Society for nearly thirty years, on 23rd 
December.

Judy had an incredible grasp of all matters 
affecting the Society.  She was in many ways 
the Society’s corner stone; she ensured that 
its activities were properly co-ordinated 
and that the many approaches we received 
from members were not left unattended. 

Judy had a strong loyalty to the Society and had a knack for  
ensuring, in the most courteous manner, that the succession of 
chairmen and Council members were aware of the history of  
matters with which they were dealing.

We shall all miss her as a friend and for her strong support, her 
sure but light touch, and her quiet sense of humour.

Our sincere condolences go to Judy’s two daughters, Vanessa  
and Jo.




